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Undergraduate Research Symposium 
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Name:   Presentation Title:   Total:          /90  Rank:  

 
(4 – Advanced          3 – Proficient          2 – Basic          1 – Developing) 

 
EXPRESSION AND GESTURE  

 
LOUDNESS AND CLARITY  

 
STAGE PRESENCE  

 
EVIDENCE OF RESEARCH 

 
4- Uses many changes in vocal qualities and 
vocal animation to enhance the meaning of the 
lines.  Arms, hands and facial movements work 
together to involve the entire body.   
Conversation appears natural and imitates the 
gestures of real life.  
 
 3- Uses some changes in vocal qualities and 
vocal animation to enhance the meaning of the 
lines.  Arms, hands and facial movements work 
together most of the time to involve the entire 
body.  Conversation appears mostly natural. 
 
 2- Uses little changes in vocal qualities or vocal 
animation to enhance the meaning of the 
lines.  Arms, hands and facial movements work 
together some of the time to involve the entire 
body.  Conversation appears forced or 
unnatural. 
 
 1- Uses almost no changes in vocal 
qualities.  Voice appears flat as if “rote 
reading”.  Arm, hand and facial movements 
seem random and unrelated to the meaning of 
the lines.  There is no sense of conversation or 
real life.  

 
4- Voice is easily heard in all 
parts of the room.  Speech 
is very clear with all words 
distinctly pronounced.   
Speech is easy to 
understand even when 
speaking quickly.    
Loud volume seems natural 
without yelling. 
  
3- Voice is easily heard in all 
parts of the room.  Speech 
is very clear with all words 
distinctly pronounced most 
of the time.  
  
2- Voice is easily heard only 
a few feet from the 
speaker.  Some words are 
difficult to understand. 
  
1- Voice is easily heard only 
if standing next to the 
speaker.  Words are slurred 
or mumbled and difficult to 
understand.   

 
4- Appears very comfortable performing in 
front of the group. Always appears relaxed 
and enjoyable to watch with reactions 
appropriate to the scene.  Keeps body 
positioned to share facial gestures and 
expressions with the audience.  Seems aware 
of the audience and sensitive to their 
responses, yet still clearly engrossed in the 
imaginary world of the scene. 
 
 3- Appears comfortable performing in front 
of a group. Enjoyable to watch with reactions 
appropriate to the scene.  Keeps body 
positioned to share facial gestures and 
expressions with the audience. 
 
 2- Often appears uncomfortable performing 
in front of the group.  Clearly tense yet tries 
hard to continue with the scene.  Forgets to 
keep body positioned to share facial gestures 
and expressions with the audience. 
 
 1- Appears to be very uncomfortable 
performing in front of a group.  Shares few or 
no facial gestures and expression with the 
audience (head down, back to the audience, 
etc.)   

   
4- Articulates clear, coherent, reasonable 
and succinct research that is interesting, 
innovative and relevant to the project 
topic. 
 
3- Demonstrates skill in crafting a 
coherent, unified and restricted research 
relevant to the project topic 
 
2- Demonstrates limited skill in crafting a 
clear body of research.  Concepts are 
poorly formed and ambiguous. 
 
1- Lacks the detail to provide meaningful 
research for the project.  Concepts, 
evidence and definitions are omitted or 
inappropriate given the topic. 


